
U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  

Do the Write Thing

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice





Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Table of Contents

Utah’s Challenge...................................................1

National Finalists

Connie Howard.....................................................5

Wesley Stembridge ..............................................9

Runners Up

Amanda Fujiki .....................................................13

Jordan McKeachnie............................................16

State Finalists

Marie Cote ..........................................................19

Hannah Goudy....................................................20

Adam Mathis ......................................................22

Stephen Peterson ...............................................24

Jerrad Pullum.....................................................26

Alex Rose............................................................28

Skyler Salazar .....................................................30

Laura Sheffield ...................................................32

Abby Stout..........................................................33

Erika Thompson .................................................35

Utah Board of Juvenile Justice Do the Write
Thing Organizing Committee
Andria Burton

Tonia Hashimoto

Jennifer Jolley

Holly Martak

Huy Nguyen

Gary Dalton

Do the Write Thing 2003 VIP Judges
Olene S. Walker
Lt. Governor, State of Utah

Jim Matheson
Congressman 

Roma Downey
Touched by an Angel

Neleh Dennis
KUTV News

Judge Andrew Valdez
Third District Juvenile Court

Brent and Bonnie Beesley, President,
Guardian State Bank

Jarron Collins
Utah Jazz

The Utah Board of Juvenile Justice and the
Do the Write Thing Organizing Committee
would like to thank the following individuals
for their generous support of Utah’s Do the
Write Thing Challenge.
Brent and Bonnie Beesley
President and CEO, Guardian State Bank
Board of Directors, National Campaign to Stop
Violence

Jeff Stringham
Vice President, Barnes Banking Co.

Marion Mattingly
Executive Director, National Campaign to Stop
Violence



1 Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

UTAH’S  TH IRD  ANNUAL  CHALLENGE  TO  

Do the Write Thing

The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge
Do the Write Thing is not about winning a prize. It is an essential part of a long-term strategy to help stu-

dents and adults better understand each other and work together to prevent youth violence.

The Do the Write Thing Challenge is a program of the National Campaign to Stop Violence. The program

motivates students to make a personal, written commitment to resist and combat youth violence in their

communities. Young people around the country are encouraged to voice their solutions for reducing the

violence that destroys so many young lives. The program works because it recognizes that the best solu-

tions come from the communities where the violence takes place. 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah Board of Juvenile Justice. The Board

monitors Utah’s compliance with the core requirements of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

Act. The Board is also responsible for administering over $1 million in federal juvenile justice funds aimed

at filling gaps in the full continuum of juvenile justice services from prevention to treatment. Members are

appointed to serve by Governor Leavitt.

How the Campaign Works
Information was sent to all Utah school district superintendents and middle school principals encouraging

them to involve their teachers and 7th and 8th grade students in the Challenge. Teachers were given sug-

gestions about how to tie the Challenge into coursework. Students could research youth violence as part of

a history class, write a poem as part of an English class, or even consider youth violence from a social sci-

ence perspective. Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, students were asked to write

answers to three questions.

How has youth violence affected my life? 

What are the causes of youth violence? 

What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence?
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School districts reported that nearly 2000 student participated in this year’s Challenge with more than 1,300

submitting essays. The Board selected 14 finalists who were then forwarded to Utah’s VIP Judges. The VIP

judges had the difficult task of selecting a boy and girl national finalist along with runners up. 

Utah’s winners, Connie Howard and Wesley Stembridge, will have the opportunity to participate with other

National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.

Finalists are scheduled to meet with members of Congress to discuss the problem of youth violence. They

will also attend a reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of Kuwait. A book

containing the student’s writings will be placed in the Library of Congress. 

Congratulations to all students that took on the Challenge to do something about youth violence!
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National Finalists
Connie Howard

7th Grade,  Centennia l  Middle  School

Teacher,  Mi tche l l  Swenson

Wesley Stembridge
7th Grade,  Provo School  Distr ic t  FOCUS

Teacher,  Chery l  Thompson

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  

Do the Write Thing!



5 Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Connie Howard •  7th Grade 
Centennia l  Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Mi tche l l  Swenson
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Wesley Stembridge •  7th Grade
Provo School  Distr ic t  FOCUS •  Teacher,  Chery l  Thompson



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice 10



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

11 Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice



U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  D O  T H E  W R I T E  T H I N G

Utah Board of  Juveni le  Jus t ice 12

Runners Up
Amanda Fujiki

8th Grade,  Mer id ian Middle  School

Teacher,  Just in  Kennington

Jordan McKeachnie
8th Grade,  Provo School  Distr ic t  FOCUS

Teacher,  Chery l  Thompson

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  

Do the Write Thing!
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Amanda Fujiki •  8th Grade
Mer id ian Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Just in  Kennington
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Jordan McKeachnie •  8th Grade
Provo School  Distr ic t  FOCUS •  Teacher,  Chery l  Thompson
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Marie Cote
7th Grade,  Ephra im Middle  School

Teacher,  Shannon Sorensen

Hannah Goudy
7th Grade,  Payson Middle  School

Teacher,  Jonathon Lawrence

Adam Mathis
7th Grade,  Kanab Middle  School

Teacher,  Jeanine Johnson

Stephen Peterson
8th Grade,  Snow Canyon Middle  School

Teacher,  Peggy Jard ine

Jerrad Pullum
7th Grade,  Syracuse Junior  High

Teacher,  Mrs.  Bourgeous

Alex Rose
8th Grade,  But ler  Middle  School

Teacher,  Jodi  Ide

Skyler Salazar
8th Grade,  Dix ie  Middle  School

Teacher  Nancy Endsley

Laura Sheffield
8th Grade,  Farrer  Middle  School

Teacher,  Jeannet te  K ing

Abby Stout
7th Grade,  West  Jordan Middle  School

Teacher,  Miss Gei lman

Erika Thompson
7th Grade,  Lehi  Middle  School

Teacher,  Mrs.  McEwan

U T A H ’ S  C H A L L E N G E  T O  

Do the Write Thing!

State Finalists
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Marie Cote •  7th Grade
Ephra im Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Shannon Sorensen
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Hannah Goudy •  7th Grade
Payson Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Jonathon Lawrence
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Adam Mathis •  7th Grade
Kanab Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Jeanine Johnson
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Stephen Peterson •  8th Grade
Snow Canyon Middle  School  • Teacher,  Peggy Jard ine
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Jerrad Pullum •  7th Grade
Syracuse Junior  High •  Teacher,  Mrs.  Bourgeous
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Alex Rose •  8th Grade
But ler  Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Jodi  Ide
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Skyler Salazar •  8th Grade
Dix ie  Middle  School  •  Teacher  Nancy Endsley
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Laura Sheffield •  8th Grade
Farrer  Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Jeannet te  K ing
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Abby Stout •  7th Grade
West  Jordan Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Miss Gei lman
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Erika Thompson •  7th Grade
Lehi  Middle  School  •  Teacher,  Mrs.  McEwan
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Utah Board of Juvenile Justice
GARY ANDERSON 
Chairman 
Attorney at Law
Springville

WILLARD MALMSTROM
Retired, Juvenile Justice Specialist
Bountiful

JUDGE LESLIE D. BROWN 
Fourth District Juvenile Court
Orem

HOLLY MARTAK 
Youth Member
Salt Lake City

PAT BERCKMAN 
Director
SL County Division of Youth Services
Salt Lake City

HUY D. NGUYEN 
Youth Member
Salt Lake City

ANDRIA BURTON 
Youth Member
Salt Lake City

MARK NOSACK
Post-Adjudicated Committee
Vice Chair
Sandy City Police Department
Sandy

GARY DALTON 
SL County Criminal Justice Services Division
Tooele

CAROL PAGE
Pre-Adjudicated Committee
Vice Chair
Davis County Commissioner
Kaysville

MICHAEL D. DI REDA
Deputy Davis County Attorney
Layton

FRED W. PEAKE
Chair Elect
Boys and Girls Club of Murray and Midvale
Murray

NAP HAGOOD
Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee Chair
Third District Juvenile Court
Murray

DEBBIE ROCHA
Division of Youth Corrections, Region II
Salt Lake City 

JENNIFER JOLLEY 
Youth Committee Vice Chair
Youth Member
Salt Lake City

TONIA HASHIMOTO
Youth Member
Salt Lake City

RUSS VAN VLEET 
University of Utah
Criminal & Juvenile Justice Consortium
Salt Lake City

KRITSANA IMVITAYA 
Division of Youth Corrections
Orem

Staff
REG GARFF
Juvenile Justice Specialist
CCJJ

JO LYNN KRUSE
Executive Secretary, CCJJ 





Reg Garff, Juvenile Justice Specialist

Jo Lynn Kruse, Executive Secretary

101 State Capitol • Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-0651 

(801) 538-1031 • FAX: (801) 538-1024  • www.juvenile.utah.gov


